THE EVOLUTION OF CONSCIOUSNESS

Prof. Eric Oliver (eoliver@Quchicago.edu)
Pick 518, Office Hours: Weds 1-3 pm

This course explores the nature and evolution of consciousness. The approach here is rooted
in biology and includes human language, culture, and political systems. Our goal is to
understand better what consciousness is, how it evolves, and where it might be going. One
area of particular interest will be examining how many of the crises of modernity (climate
change, technological shifts, political polarization) are related to the current configuration of
human consciousness.

This class is a seminar. Students are expected to complete the readings before each meeting
and write a short weekly reflection. Each week, one or two students will give a short
presentation (no more than 20 minutes) summarizing the readings and then launching our
discussion.

Students will be expected to write a longer, speculative paper (10-15 pages) on a topic related
to the class’s themes at the end of the quarter.

Week One - Introduction
Susan Blackmore, Consciousness: a Short Introduction

Week Two — What is Consciousness
Michael Graziano, Rethinking Consciousness, A Scientific Theory

Week Three — Biology and Consciousness
Antonio Damasio, The Feeling of What Happens

Week Four — Consciousness in the Animal World
Ogi Gas and Sai Gaddam, Journey of the Mind: How Thinking Emerged From Chaos™*

Week Five — Human Consciousness
Merlin Donald, Origins of the Modern Mind

Week Six — The Axial Age
Julian Jaynes, The Origin of Consciousness in the Break Dow of the Bicameral Mind
Todd Feinberg: From Axons to Identity

Week Seven — Neuroscience |
Stanislas Dehaene, Consciousness and the Brain

Week Eight — Neuroscience |l
Anil Seth, Being You: A New Science of Consciousness ** note which chapters to skip

Week Nine — Student Presentations

Other possible books to put in:
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